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(Minutes numbering coincides with Agenda numbering and does not necessarily represent the order in which subjects were discussed).

1. Opening Remarks 

President Adel Alkharafi welcomed all participants and thanked them for the efforts they made to participate in this 28th General Assembly. He expressed his appreciation to the Institution of Engineers, Singapore and congratulated them for their excellent organization of the WFEO General Assembly meetings and the World Engineers Summit. 

2. Apologies for Absence and Roll Call of Members in Good Standing 

Mrs T. Youssef made a roll call of Members, stating their eligibility to vote. She established the presence of 59 voting members, the quorum thus being accomplished. She announced that several proxies were given as indicated during the roll call. 

3. Appointment of Advisors for the Meeting 

Vice Presidents Haro Bedelian and Peter Greenwood as well as Martin Manuhwa if necessary were appointed as advisors for this meeting 

4. Approval of the Agenda

A motion to approve the Agenda as circulated was carried.





Motion 1

5. Approval of the Minutes of the last General Assembly 
The minutes of the last General Assembly held in Geneva, Switzerland on 8 and 9 September 2011 were approved.

Motion 2

6. Take Note of the Minutes of the Executive Council Meetings 
The Minutes of the Meetings of the executive council held on:

6 September 2011 

9 September 2011

20 September 2012

were taken note of without remarks.

7.
 Report of the Treasurer 

The Audited 2012 Accounts 

Haro Bedelian representing the treasurer J. Santamaria reported on the 2012 audited accounts and mentioned that the end result shows a loss of 38 thousand Euros almost wholly attributable to the planned increase of staff cost at headquarters.  The other expenses and incomes during the year are very much as budgeted.  The year’s reserves are still at a healthy level of just under 500 thousand Euros.  However, for 2014 and 2015, if WFEO maintains all staff at headquarters and if it doesn’t increase its income, reserves will come down year after year to reach 373 thousand Euros at the end of 2015.

2013 Management accounts as at the end of the second quarter 

The management report as at the end of June 2011 was circulated for information.

Approval of the 2014 and 2015 draft budgets 

H Bedelian mentioned that in preparation of the 2014 and 2015 budgets, the income subscriptions were increased by 5%. The 2015 year end result dropping to 375 thousand Euros mentioned earlier takes this increase into account. 

After discussions with the national members, a motion to endorse the 2014 and 2015 draft budgets and increase membership subscription by 5% as of 2014 was carried.

Motion 3 
Presentation of the new Treasurer

A motion to endorse the nomination by the executive board of Reginald Vachon (US) as treasurer was carried.

Motion 4

8.  
Report of the Internal Audit 
Internal audit, Haro Bedelian mentioned that as agreed by the previous executive board, WFEO should not allow reserves to drop below a normal year’s expenditure. It was further indicated that if income is not increased by additional membership, sponsorships or projects by the end of 2014, the staff cost will need to be reduced.  He added that this issue needed to be thoroughly discussed by the executive board and reported to the executive council and the general assembly. 

9.  Report of the Executive Director 
The executive director referred to her report included in the WFEO biennial report that was circulated.  

In addition to the information about the work done at headquarters as mentioned in this report, she indicated

that WFEO has two free of charge offices in the NGO building at UNESCO.  However this situation will change next year as UNESCO has decided to ask some NGOs to leave its premises by the end of the year and others are allowed to stay against rent.  WFEO is in the second category.  The final decision has not yet been taken, but WFEO will probably have two offices in the Bonvin building for a total rent of about 11 000 Euros.  It seems that the current NGO building will be torn down. 

Concerning membership, she mentioned that Portugal joined WFEO as national member and the Madrid Worldwide Engineering Center Foundation joined as Associate.  Discussions are underway with Ukraine who visited headquarters and is considering becoming a national member as of 2014.

She referred to the WFEO action plan that was presented to the Executive Council in 2012 and highlighted the achievements accomplished since then as a result of this plan.

· Improvement of interaction between Executive board and Executive council members

· Significant improvement of interaction between officers and STC chairs and headquarters

· Establishment and start of work of the STCs Review Group

· STC chairs are working together formally and improving their achievement reviews

· Steady and sustained action of WURC

· A revamped and restructured website 
· Quarterly e-newsletters and executive director’s briefs

· Improvement of WFEO officials’ participation in members’ events

· Increased visibility of WFEO at UNESCO

Finally she called on national members to identify a person in their institutions to liaise with headquarters on subjects of interest to them and on task forces and other committees as well as STC task group chairs to inform headquarters of their work.

10.  
Report of the Nominations Committee  

The chairman of the nominations committee referred to his report that was circulated earlier in the year, to the new rules of procedure, and he explained how the voting will take place. Kim Allen from Canada, Mike Sanio from the US and Ruomei Li from China were nominated as scrutinizers. 

Both candidates for the president elect position, Emilio Colon (PR) and Jorge Spitalnik (BR) made their presentations. 

The General Assembly elected Jorge Spitalnik as President Elect with 33 votes for the period 2013-2015.

National Members nominees Marlene Kanga (AU) and José Tadeus da Silva (BR) being the only candidates to fill the two national members vacant positions, the general assembly elected them unopposed.

ACTIVITIES 

12. 
Report of the President 

President Al Kharafi referred to his report included in the WFEO Biennial Report that was circulated.  He mentioned that he visited 14 countries and managed to provide sponsorship of about half a million US dollars to the WFEO activities. 

He indicated that he has been strongly involved in the Federation’s activities for four years since his election as president elect in 2009.  Although he considers that he succeeded in 70% of his action plan, which for him is not sufficient, he indicated that he supported headquarters by directing the executive director to be more involved in the Federation’s action plan which she did successfully.  

He also succeeded in reinforcing relations with UNESCO by establishing relations with STCs and with headquarters that led to the recognition of WFEO as a UNESCO partner who is welcome to have his offices in the UNESCO premises.  

He encouraged relations with UN bodies by establishing the WFEO/UN Relations Committee (WURC) under the chairmanship of Jorge Spitalnik.  He expressed his appreciation to Jorge and to the STC chairs who worked to reinforce the WFEO relations in particular Darrel Danyluk with several UN bodies. 

He referred to the African members’ conference that he organized in Egypt and that led to the official establishment of the Federation of African Engineering Organization that succeeded in having all African regions under its umbrella except the North African region that is still discussing means of integrating FAEO soon. 

Several meetings were held with the European Union.  He indicated that the contact is now established and hoped that it will lead to tangible results soon. 

He expressed his gratitude to the WFEO Associate CCC and Mr Suhail Sabbagh for their continuous support to the Federation and thanked all executive board members and the executive director who helped him achieve his objectives while working on their own tasks. 

He also thanked the Kuwait Society of Engineers, the Federation of Arab Engineers and the Arab League  for their continuous support to him as well as the Federation of Arab Engineers and the Arab League for their support. 

Finally he wished Marwan Abdelhamid success during his presidency and undertook to support him as past president and be available for WFEO whenever it is necessary.  

13. 
Report of the President Elect

Marwan Abdelhamid started by congratulating Jorge Spitalnik for his election as president elect and indicated that he was looking forward to working with him. 

He indicated that the main focus of his action plan during his presidency will be on the implementation of the World Engineering Forum (WEngF) that is being discussed with officials from Qatar to create the Doha World Engineering Forum with the goal of promoting sustainable development in the Urban and regional and environment and infrastructure. 

He welcomed Mark Weichold from the Doha faculty of engineering who had also attended the meeting on the WEngF in Paris last April in the presence of the UNESCO ADG Mrs. Kalonji.    

He added that to date, he visited Qatar just before traveling to Singapore and before that he had met with World Bank, OECD and US State Department  officials as well as officers from  leading US engineering organizations who all showed great interest in this project.  

Other actions will include attempts to increase the WFEO resources by increasing the number of national members and bringing leading engineering companies as associate members and attaching great importance to communication, fund raising and the visibility of WFEO. 

He indicated that he wished to create a committee in which Suhail Sabbagh would be a member to study how to bring industrial companies to WFEO as associates.  This would not only increase the Federation’s financial resources but will also enhance partnerships between public and private sectors.  He announced that Mr. Sabbagh undertook to have the CCC marketing director at the disposal of this committee.

As far as international organizations and the UN bodies are concerned, he will give full support to the standing committees working with these organizations in the framework of the UN Sustainable Development Goals such as the committee on the environment, disaster risk management, the WFEO / UN relations committee and others. 

He considers regional cooperation among WFEO members as very important and desired by some members, namely Eastern European countries.

He called on STC chairs to collaborate among themselves and with the executive board to achieve progress. 

He also mentioned that he wished WFEO to encourage innovation especially in developing countries.

Finally, he expressed his appreciation to the WFEO past presidents in particular Jose Medem and Barry Grear and Dato Lee Yee Cheong who were present at this meeting and his gratitude and thanks to Adel Al Kharafi for the great efforts he did during his presidency.

14.  
Reports on the Projects of the Standing Technical Committees (STCs)
Committee on Education in Engineering (CEIE) – Chairman M. Alameddine (LB)

The CEIE report is in the WFEO biennial report that was circulated. The chair highlighted the fact that the main theme of the next committee journal IDEAS # 18  will be the “impact of Globalization on engineering education” the same as the central theme of the upcoming 9th World Congress on Engineering Education (WCEE2013) to be held in Beirut (Lebanon) on 24 -25 October 2013 in Beirut, Lebanon.  He referred to the committee special website dedicated to this congress. 

A task group chaired by JP Mohsen from the US was created to address the issue of University/Industry partnership.  The terms of reference of this group will be finalized so

Committee on Engineering and the Environment (CEE) - Chairman Darrel Danyluk (CA)

Engineers Canada has been hosting the CEE for six years.  Its mandate will end in two years’ time.  CEE is therefore looking for a successor host and is currently discussing with two potential hosts.

The CEE conducts its business through a four-year strategic plan that focuses on several themes related to engineering and the environment. 2008-2011 CEE strategic plan and Two of the six theme areas of the committee’s first term (2008-2011) were carried over into the 2011-2015 plan. The five themes for 2011 to 2015 include:

· Engineering and climate change adaptation

· Climate change mitigation and engineering

· Engineering and agriculture

· Engineering and sustainability in mining

· Environmental and sustainable engineering practice

Reference was made to the CEE report in the WFEO Biennial Report that was circulated.  The chair highlighted the MOU signed by CEE on behalf of WFEO with the World Metrologic Organization to work together on identifying climatic data  that engineers need in the design work they do  in addition to mutual support of meetings and events.  

Model Code of Practice for Sustainable Development and Environmental Stewardship

Work on the WFEO Model Code of Practice for Sustainable Development and Environmental Stewardship was started six years ago as one of six themes within the 2008-2011 CEE strategic plan and carried over into 2011-2015 plan. The sub-committee working on this document was led by Engineers Canada. It reviewed existing documents of national and international organizations related to the topics (e.g. New Zealand, South Africa, FEANI, Engineers Canada, ASCE, FIDIC and others) to determine common themes for good engineering practice.

A one-page listing of principles similar to the WFEO Code of Ethics was prepared and the Draft circulated to WFEO members in April 2013 was reviewed. Based on the excellent feedback and suggestions, the document was modified to the version that is before you today.

The purpose and Objective of the document is:

· To provide objective guidance to individual engineers on responsible engineering practice as it relates to sustainable development and environmental stewardship 

· To provide a policy and implementing document to WFEO and its membership to use within their own organizations and countries as well to international 

· To inform United Nations organizations and International Financial Institutions of the role, responsibility and practices of engineers towards achieving sustainable development and environmental stewardship

· To increase the profile and authority of WFEO in these subject areas 

The WFEO Model Code of Practice for Sustainable Development and Environmental Stewardship:

· Defines principles and framework to guide engineering practice that serves the public interest 

· Focuses on what to consider and less on how to do it 

· Is written in active language

· The technical details and methods on how to implement are largely left to the engineer and need to reflect the individual circumstances of the project or talks he/she is undertaking 

The document includes :

· One-page listing of ten principles

· Interpretive guide which provides further amplification and commentary on ways to incorporate into an individual engineers daily practice

The principles are based on the following elements of professional practice:

· Maintaining competency

· Seeking expertise and advice outside of your competency

· Defining and addressing economic, social and environmental issues, concerns and impacts

· Considering the complete life cycle of projects

· Awareness of and compliance with legal and regulatory requirements

· Seeking and implementing innovative methods and technologies as appropriate

· Consultation and appropriate communication with internal and external stakeholders e.g. the public 

· Disclosure of information necessary to ensure safety of the public  

· Mitigating impacts in advance of complete scientific knowledge if risks are determine d to be unacceptable – a form of the precautionary principle  

A significant implementation work will take place subsequently 

A motion that the WFEO 2013 General Assembly approves as WFEO policy, the CEE’s “WFEO Model Code of Practice for Sustainable Development and Environmental Stewardship” dated September 2013 was carried unanimously.

Motion 5

Committee on Information and Communication (CIC) - Chairman Gong Ke (CN)
The key activities of CIC during the last two years included: 

· Workshops and meetings: Workshop on Innovations in ICT Education (October 2012) jointly organized with IEEE in Beijing China. CIC is planning to continue cooperation with IEEE for the next workshop next year and will discuss this with them.

· Presentations: Trends of ICT education reform (IEEE board meeting 2012).  ICT and sustainable energy in the conference on Engineering for Sustainable Energy in Developing Countries in 2013 (ESEDC) 

· Digital resources: Joint development of a digital geo-library with ICSU-Committee on data for science and technology

CIC cooperates closely with international organizations such as IEEE, UN GAID and ICSU 

CIC future plans include working more closely with the other WFEO STCs; Organizing a side meeting to the Internet Governance Forum next October in Bali, Indonesia; Strengthening relations with IEEE and Planning the 2014 workshop on innovations in ICT; Enhancing the relationship with the UN bodies; Organizing together with ICSU the joint international workshop on open knowledge environment, capacity building, ecosystems and sustainable development in, with and for developing countries.

Committee on Engineering for Innovative Technologies (CEIT) - Chairman R.P. Gupta (IN)

The committee report has been circulated to members and is in the biennial report that was distributed. 

The chair highlighted the important parts of his report by stating that CEIT has now 35 members, six regions vice presidents and a secretary general. 

CEIT has set its objectives in the area of technological evolutions, in order to identify suitable technologies for sustainable development, especially in the context of the UN Millennium Development Goals and the Bali Action Plan.

It aims at facilitating technology adaption through the promotion of planning and execution of innovative technologies for sustainable product development, productive innovation in industry and innovation for sustainable development.

It focuses on recognizing new innovative technologies and in promoting the worldwide contributions of high level researcher through technologies nodal centers to focus mainly on technology transfer.

The future CEIT activities included the opening of a new regional Nodal Centre in Bangalore (India) in July 2013, a Nodal Centre for Innovative Technologies in Jaipur (India) to facilitate technology adoption through knowledge-based articles, networking, e-mailings and website, the Regional Nodal Centre of WFEO-EIT which opened in Hyderabad (India), promotes Propagation and Promotion of Innovative Technologies.  

The Committee has taken up propagation by reaching out to the people among the rural areas especially in under-developed and developing countries and promotes innovative technology by providing both financial and mentorship support to under graduate engineering students that are carrying out R & D projects. 

CEIT drives the society by providing innovative technical solutions and processes for sustainable development as well as a knowledge platform for involving country specific policies with innovative knowledge.

Committee on Engineering Capacity Building (CECB) - Chairman Christopher Campbell (ZA) 

Since the takeover of CECB from the US two years ago, much work was done to try to meet the deadlines of the committee own projects and those identified by the WFEO headquarters. 

Progress on projects to date:

-
Capacity building for Globalization and Mobility;

-
Capacity building in Developing Countries;

-
Capacity building in Developed Countries; and

-
Capacity building for New Technologies.

The 2010 Capacity Building Guidebook was published and widely distributed at the General Assembly in Geneva (Switzerland) in 2011 and subsequently.  An executive summary of the guidebook has been translated to Chinese in 2012 and work is being done on similar translations in as many languages as possible. The chair called on participating members to volunteer to undertake such translations.

The Committee has developed an electronic based Capacity Building Compendium to the Guidebook which will be launched in due time. He directed all participants to the website www.rawmediatesting.com/ecsa and invited all of them to access it to learn what it is all about and send their input and send articles.  UNESCO has already done that. The chair explained that this website is not a standalone tool but a gateway to other organizations’ websites dealing with capacity building guidebooks and similar actions. 

Once the compendium is going, the Committee will be working with UNESCO and the Federation of African Engineering Organizations (FAEO) on a program on determining the engineering capacity requirements for the southern African developing countries as a pilot study that could be used and extended to the broader African diaspora.  

Capacity building being a crosscutting theme, he would like to have a corresponding member from each of the other nine WFEO STC as part of CECB to avoid hearing on the occasion of the Federation’s meetings that other committees are also addressing this issue.  CECB cooperated well during the few last months with the committees on energy and engineering and the environment and the hope is to extend this collaboration with all STCs.

Committee on Energy (CE) - Chairman Samuel Grossman (USA)  

CE has successfully hosted the International Conference on Engineering for Sustainable Energy in Developing Countries in Guangzhou China, September 8-9, 2013.  Four hundred people participated in the conference that was sponsored by CAST, the WFEO national member for China, the Hong Kong Institution of Engineers, the WFEO affiliate member, the Chinese Society of Electrical Engineers, UNESCO and other major Chinese companies. 

WFEO was well represented in the conference with Jorge Spitalnik and Maria Prieto as keynote speakers in addition to keynote speakers for the STCs on disaster risk management and women in engineering. 

Future CE projects include the updating of the Solar Energy and Nuclear energy reports that are on the WFEO website as these fields are continually changing as new technologies are developed.

The next CE conference will be hosted by the WFEO national member for Bahrain that will submit a proposal to be reviewed and approved by the Committee for this conference to be organized by the end of the four year period of CE in the US. 

CE will continue to support and cooperate with UNESCO on the UNESCO Sustainable Energy for All Initiative, the Biosphere Reserve Program, the World Heritage/ Bio Sphere Sites with Renewable Energy Demonstration Projects and the Regional Renewable Energy Boot Camps in developing countries by providing the engineering support to the different topics.   

Committee on Women in Engineering (WIE) - Chairwoman B. Alawad (KU) 

WIE has now 38 members from 31 countries with new members from Italy, Cameroon, Jordan and Singapore.  The Federation of Arab Engineers’ Women Committee is also a member of WIE. 

WIE organized a workshop in May 2013 in the framework of the ITU WSIS Forum. 

During its meeting earlier this week in Singapore, WIE identified team leaders to work on three specific themes: Leadership and Empowerment whose team leader is expected to form her team and submits the goals and action plan concerning this theme by 16 September.  The second theme is Strategic Indicators and Measurements and the third one is Work Balance Diversity. These three themes will be the WIE objectives for the next two years. Other committee members were assigned specific tasks during that meeting.  

Committee on Anticorruption (CAC) - Chairman Kamel Ayadi (TN)

CAC has established alliances and partnerships that are crucial in addressing corruption on the top of its priorities. The committee has sought to learn about ongoing initiatives in order to identify partners and join forces with them.

Anticorruption is a relevant issue in the field of engineering. 

CAC focused from the very beginning on capacity building to raise awareness of anticorruption.  Thanks to the partnerships that were established with other bodies such as the Global Infrastructure Anticorruption Center and the Anticorruption Education Training Initiative that supported CAC, the committee members have conducted a number of training workshops and put together train the trainer programs in a number of countries. 

Over the past two years (2011-2013), CAC has been heavily involved in UNDP programs on corruption in the MENA region and collaborated closely with Engineers without Borders, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands, the World Justice Project and the World Bank.   

CAC has managed over the past two years to consolidate the WFEO status as a trusted advisor to international organizations on corruption in infrastructure. 

CAC has capitalized its past experience and is now at the beginning of a new phase.

CAC was able to establish triangular cooperation that includes three parties, a funding agency, a beneficiary organization and the support organization that was WFEO-CAC.    

Cooperation with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO)

ISO has established a Project Committee which has been tasked with agreeing whether it is appropriate for ISO to publish an anti-bribery standard, and, if so, to agree on the scope and wording of the standard. CAC member Neill Stansbury was appointed Chairman of the ISO Project Committee. 

Committee on Disaster Risk Management (CDRM) – Chairman Yumio Ishii (JP)

CDRM, which has 50 members from 20 countries, will finish its first four year term in Japan at the end of the 2013 general assembly here in Singapore. The Committee three vice chairs, Messrs. Ikeda and Mujumdar and Mrs. Kanga and consists of three sub-task groups, namely, Sub-Task Group on Water-related Disaster Risk Management (WDRM), Sub-Task Group on Earthquake Disaster Risk Management (EDRM), and  capacity building. 

CDRM publishes a yearly newsletter.

CDRM activities included the Program of AIJ-JSCE Joint International Workshop on Natural Disaster Mitigation, 2012 and the Program of JFES-JSCE-AIJ-WFEO Joint International Symposium on Disaster Risk Management, 2013

CDRM participation in International Commission on Large Dams 24th Congress in Kyoto, 2012

Committee on Young Engineers/Future Leaders – Chairwoman Z. Lari 

Collaboration with International Organizations 

The Chair of CDRM was a speaker at the 3rd Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction and World Reconstruction of the UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction Conference (UNISDR) held in May 2011 in Geneva. He also participated in the 4th Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction of UNISDR held under the theme “Invest Today for a Safer Tomorrow” in Geneva in May 2013. The Chair of CDRM participated in the World Bank TV Conference on 5 February 2013.

Several meetings were held with a team of Natural Science Sector Unit for Natural Disaster at UNESCO in September 2012, April 2013, and May 2013.

Dr. Yumio Ishii is ending his term as chair of CDRM and the proposal of his successor, Dr. Toshimitsu Komatsu, a consulting engineer specialized in Water-Related Disaster Risk Management was approved by the WFEO executive board.

Committee on Young Engineers/Future Leaders (YE/FL) – Chairwoman Zainab Lari (KU)

YE/FL committee has organized the first Youth Convention last February in Kuwait.  The chairwoman indicated that a full report on this convention is included in the WFEO biennial report that was circulated. She highlighted that it came up with several recommendations including more training for young engineers to build them as future leaders, supporting education curricula and provide young engineers with soft skills support, and linking universities with industry.  

YE/FL participated in last year’s UNESCO Youth Forum as observer and is considering a bigger role in the October 2013 Forum with a delegation of young engineers and the chairwoman as speaker.

YE/FL activities in Singapore included the distribution of a brochure to all WFEO   members; two technical sessions: one on water sustainability in the Alberta Oil Sands and one on Networking and the Modern Engineer and involvement and participation in the Singapore Youth Day. 

In its meeting here in Singapore, YE/FL decided to have a young engineer sit on each of the other WFEO STCs.

1. Reports from the Chairs of Committees and Task Groups 

STCs Review Group 

P. Greenwood reported that this activity has started after the last general assembly as a result of an executive board decision in April 2012.  

The establishment of the STCs review group was approved by the executive board and executive council in 2012 to support and review the performance of the STCs and inform the Board’s advice the executive council.

Since September 2012, discussions with the STCs as a group took place, a series of questions were produced to check what each STC was doing and this was put into a self-review done in the middle of this year. A report on the responses was submitted to the executive board.  The board approved the recommendations and agreed to have this exercise repeated next year. 

The Group then went around here in Singapore to the meeting of each STC and met with each STC chair and a further report was produced. Each STC chair received the report and comments on their own self-review submission. It is up to the chair to use it and discuss it with the committee members. 

Next April, discussion of the next round which will incorporate changes from the lessons learned in the first year.

The group will recast the assessment form and ask STC chairs to make another self-assessment in the middle of the year.  A report will be prepared by the group and will be submitted to the executive board and executive council in 2014, which would lead to changes in the ROP so that this activity be done regularly.  Peter Greenwood noted that the STC chairs have installed a joint meeting of all STCs that will be taking place regularly from now on.

After several exchange of ideas and comments, P Greenwood added that the support and review process is a work in progress and was for information to the executive council.

Concerning the Anti-Corruption Committee, the Executive Board recommends that the Executive Council propose to the General Assembly that the host nomination of a new chair is ratified. The Board had asked Dr Greenwood to talk to the current chair and the host and report back to the General Assembly when the motion was proposed.

Report of the Chairman of the Awards Committee 

The chairman announced the following:

· The winner of the WFEO Medal for Engineering Excellence is Prof. Ching Chuen CHAN from Hong Kong 

· The winner of the WFEO Medal of Excellence in Engineering Education is Prof. Xila Liu from China 

· The winner of the Hassib J Sabbagh Award for Engineering Construction Excellence is the London 2012 Olympic Park Team, UK

Report of the chairman of the WFEO/UN Relations Committee (WURC)

Jorge Spitalnik reported that during the period 2012-2013, the work of the committee was performed on the basis of regular consultations among the committee members and on monthly internet conference calls with UNDESA (United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs).  

WURC is working according to the terms of reference that were approved earlier this year by the executive board. 

Main activities 
Strong interface with UNDESA in the post Rio+20 framework, by performing several actions on behalf of the engineers community that constitute the scientific and technological communities major group. Such actions were related to information about the creation of the High Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF). In Rio+20, governments decided to increase the role of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development and to transform it to a UN political forum.  

The terms of reference of this forum are now being established by the UN general secretary.  An intergovernmental open working group on sustainable development goals was created to provide to the HLPF. WURC provided information on this process to WFEO which was also included in the newsletter of the WFEO committee on engineering and the environment. 

WURC participated actively in the preparation of the major groups recommendations to the open working group that were submitted to the UN general secretariat for the setting up of the HLPF.

At the request of UNDESA, WURC completed a focus report on lessons learned based on the WFEO engagement in the UNCSD. 

WURC managed to have WFEO represented in the major groups’ regional meetings organized by UNDESA concerning negotiations for the constitution of the Forum and its future activities. 

WURC also helped WFEO send people to three meetings discussing post Rio+20 issues at the UN headquarters in New York, to the meetings of  the European civil society workshop organized by the European Social and Economic Committee in Brussels  and the 4th open working group at the UN headquarters in NY.  

As sponsored by ICSU, WURC participated in a workshop on the drafting stakeholders’ engagements strategy. 

At the request of UNDESA, WURC produced a document on disaster risk management with the support of the WFEO committees on disaster risk management and engineering and the environment.  

WURC had WFEO contribute to the UNEP Quadrennial Report by reporting on the Federation’s activities in the field of the environment. 

Report of the STCs Review Group 

P Greenwood referred to the report that was circulated and mentioned that the information about the YE/FL committee needing to look for a new host as of 2015 at the end of the first year term of the committee was incorrect due to some misunderstanding. 

P. Greenwood reported that this activity has started after the last general assembly. The establishment of the STCs review group was approved by the executive board and executive council in 2012 to support and review the performance of the STCs and inform the Board’s advice the executive council.

Since September 2012, discussions with the STCs as a group took place, a series of questions were produced to check what each STC was doing and this was put into a self-review done in the middle of this year. A report on the responses was submitted to the executive board.  The board approved the recommendations and agreed to have this exercise repeated next year. 

The Group then went around here in Singapore to the meeting of each STC and met with each STC chair and a further report was produced. Each STC chair received the report and comments on their own self-review submission. It is up to the chair to use it and discuss it with the committee members. 

Next April, discussion of the next round which will incorporate changes from the lessons learned in the first year.

The group will recast the assessment form and ask STC chairs to make another self-assessment in the middle of the year.  A report will be prepared by the group and will be submitted to the executive board and executive council in 2014, which would lead to changes in the ROP so that this activity be done regularly.  Peter Greenwood noted that the STC chairs have installed a joint meeting of all STCs that will be taking place regularly from now on.

After several exchange of ideas and comments, P Greenwood added that the support and review process is a work in progress and was for information to the executive council.

Concerning the Anti-Corruption Committee, the Executive Board recommends that the Executive Council propose to the General Assembly that the hosts nomination of a new chair is ratified. The Board had asked Dr Greenwood to talk to the current chair and the host and report back to the General Assembly when the motion was proposed.

The president explained to the council that the work of this group is done in a neutral way and is not directed against any STC or in favor of another one.

A motion to approve the executive council recommendation  that the Disaster Risk Management Committee continue to be hosted by the Science Council of Japan for a second four year period, and ratify the nomination of Dr. Komatsu as new committee chair and that he be asked to revise the strategic plan following the support group discussions, was carried.
Motion 6

P.  Greenwood reminded the assembly that the 2012 general assembly approved the hosting of the Anticorruption Committee by the Zimbabwe Institution of Engineers (ZIE).  At that time, Kamel Ayadi had agreed to continue to be the chair of this committee as the transfer was occurring. 

The letter from ZIE that was circulated to the assembly mentions that the council thanks Kamel Ayadi for his help during this period and appreciates his action during the last six years and indicates that ZIE is now ready to take the chairmanship of the committee nominating Martin Manuhwa as chair. 

Discussions of this transition took place and the committee members including Kamel Ayadi are available to assist in the transfer and ensure that deputy chairs and regional vice presidents be nominated. 

After reference was made to the governing documents and hearing Kamel Ayadi’s thoughts and considerations of this question and the opinion of the STCs review group and national members, a motion to ratify the ZIE proposal nominating Martin Manuhwa as chair of the Anticorruption Committee and to ensure a smooth transition during the transition period till April 2013 was carried with 23 votes and 7 abstentions.

Motion 7

Report of the Task Force on Governing Documents 

WFEO Model Code of Ethics

P. Greenwood reported on behalf of Bill Salmon, chair of the task force on governing documents. He indicated that both the WFEO Model Code of Ethics as prepared by the Anticorruption Committee were reviewed by this task force that concluded they were in conformity with the constitution and the rules of procedure. 

A motion to follow the recommendation of the executive council  to approve the four main principles of the WFEO Model Code of Ethics  and their respective supporting principles, that the introduction and guidelines be maintained and updated as appropriate by the anticorruption committee, and that the Model Code be posted on the WFEO website, was carried.

Motion 8

Draft Reporting and Investigation Procedures  

The TFGD also reviewed an internal document, the Draft Reporting and Investigation Procedures as prepared by the Anticorruption committee that were submitted to the executive board and after minor changes, it concluded that they are in line with the WFEO governing documents. The executive board have approved these procedures and indicated that through experience, these procedures could be improved and then merit executive council approval. 

Changes to the Constitution 

On behalf of Bill Salmon, P Greenwood referred to the documents circulated by Bill Salmon and reported on the various steps that were taken since the original letter, received by the Board, from the WFEO national member for Greece requesting changes to the constitution was submitted to the chair of the TFGD for comments. Recently, the TFGD sent out a survey to all members asking for their views on the several topics of the Greek proposal.  As insufficient replies to this survey were received so far, the chair of the TFGD calls on executive council and  federation members to send their replies if they have not already done so. He proposes to wait for sufficient input before considering proposal to the executive.

SPECIAL REPORTS 

17.  
General Assembly and WECC 2015

Steps taken since September 2012 include the following:

1. The WECC2015 Organizing Committee prepared detailed draft conference plan last

February to the board of the Science Council of Japan, and mutual agreement was obtained.

The plan shall be submitted to the Cabinet of the government for final approval as a

Cabinet Office event.

2. Newly established committees include task-force committees: 
a) Steering Committee, chaired by Dr. Yumio Ishii

b) Board of Working Committees, chaired by Prof. Teruhiko Yoda

c) Working Committee on Technical Program, chaired by Prof. Ken Okazaki

d) Working Committee on Administration, chaired by Dr. Junichi Sato

e) Working Committee on Media & Public Relations, chaired by Dr. Mari Inoki

f) Working Committee on Technical Exhibition, chaired by Mr. Hiroki Yamazaki

g) Working Committee on Engineering Café, chaired by Prof. Kaoru Arakawa

h) Kyoto Committee, chaired by Prof. Eiichi Taniguchi

i) Working Committee on Kyoto Program, chaired by Prof. Yohei Ishikawa

ii) Working Committee on Ceremony & Related Events, chaired by Yuichi Komizo

iii) Working Committee on Technical Visit & Tour, chaired by Prof. Toichi Kimura

The above committees were established with the close support of 98 member engineering societies of the JFES, major leading research funding agencies such as the Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST), New Energy and Industrial Technology Development Organization (NEDO), National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology (AIST), and key technology-based industries group: Council on Competitiveness -Nippon (COCN).

3. From the perspective of the WECC 2015 overall theme “Engineering: Innovation and Society”

WECC2015 will focus on both “Science & Technology Driven Innovation” and “Engineering Research & Development for Innovation” as follows:
Main themes are:
I.  Innovation for Sustainable Growth and Socio-economic Development
I-1 
Innovation for a Resilient Society
· Resilient Economy
· Resilient Social Infrastructure

· Resilience-based Industries and Resilient Energy Systems

· Resilient Information-Communication Systems

· Emergency Robot-systems

· Innovative & Sustainable Maintenance Systems for Social Infrastructure 

I-2 
Green Innovations
· Renewable Energy and New Energy
· Energy-saving Technology and High Efficient Energy Utilization

· High Performance Batteries

· Smart Grid, Smart Community, Smart City Infrastructure

· Environmental Innovation
I-3 
Life Innovations

· Medical-Engineering Collaboration for Diagnosis, Treatment, Drug Development

· Safe Living Environment and Healthy Lifestyle

· Engineering Application to Regenerative Medical Treatment
I-4 

Innovation for Competitiveness
· Innovation by High Value Added Design & Production Technology
· Innovation by Big-data Revolution

· Innovation by Next Generation high performance Device

· Innovation by New Material Revolution

· Role of Financial Systems for Industrial Innovation

It should be noted that further examination and elaboration on the above topics is going on to meet the viewpoints of global demands and time-frame of WECC2015.

II. 

Engineering Research and Development for Innovation
II-1 
Mobility and Machinery

II-2 
Information and Communication Technology

II-3 
Chemicals, Materials and Resources

II-4 
Energy and Environment

II-5 
Urban development and Buildings

III.
Engineering for Society and Engineering in Society
III-1 
Social Mission of Engineering and Ethics for Engineers 
III-2 
Social Trust on Science and Technology and Communication between Society and       Engineering

III-3 
Women in Engineering and Society

III-4 
Human Resource Development and Engineering Education

   
 4-1 Improvement of Engineering Education

         
 4-2 Young Engineers 

More than 100 companies and government-affiliated organizations are expected to exhibit their cutting-edge technologies. This exhibition, different from ordinary ones, will offer various chances of contacts between conference participants and exhibitors including governmental organizations of some WFEO member countries.

A special Kyoto Program will be organized as follows:
· Special Lectures by Innovation Leaders from Industries and Academia

· Technical Visit to High-tech Companies and Laboratories

· Engineering Café for Enhancing Dialogue between Engineers and Citizens &

· Youth

· Visit to the Heart of Kyoto and Cultural Experience

The global Program Structure of WECC2015 and WFEO general assembly meetings will be updated and put on 
the website as soon as possible.
Future key meetings for the organization of WECC2015 will be held early and late October, 2013; A report will be presented to the WFEO Executive Board meeting at UNESCO in April 2014 and a report will be presented during the meetings of the International Advisory Board and the WFEO executive council in Nigeria in  September, 2014.
18.  WEC 2019 

Ms Eng Mariam Al Thani and M.  Abdallah Youssef made a short presentation of the proposal made by the Society of Engineers, UAE to host the WEC 2019 in Dubai. 

Ms Al Thani spoke of the society of engineers, UAE and gave some technical background and the proposed themes for the WEC 2019.  

Mr Youssef, representing the government of Dubai, spoke of the government support to the WEC 2019 in Dubai and the numerous facilities and subsidies it would be providing for a successful event.

A short movie on Dubai was shown. 

Dr. Marlene Kanga gave a short presentation of the proposal made by Engineers Australia to host the WEC 2019 and the importance of having this event at that time in Australia. 

A short movie on Melbourne’s facilities was shown.

The General Assembly selected Engineers Australia to host the WEC2019 in Melbourne with 36 votes.
19. Executive Council 2014

Mustafa Shehu, president of the Nigerian Society of Engineers (NSE) referred to his report that was circulated about the work that has been done for the hosting of the WFEO executive council meetings and the World Engineering Conference on Sustainable Infrastructure (WECSI) from 2 to 9 November 2014 in Abuja, Nigeria.

He highlighted that all requirements as indicated in the WFEO Rules of Procedure are acknowledged and will be executed.  Concerning WECSI he indicated that focus will be on infrastructure in Africa and added that some speakers have been identified and that international organizations and foreign embassies in Nigeria have been contacted to promote the event. 

A website http://www.wecsi2014.org is on line for further information.  

Another report will be presented to the executive board in Paris during the week of 7 April 2014.
20. Executive Council 2016

C.F Herrera, president of the WFEO national member for Peru made a short presentation of the Colegio de Ingenieros del Perú.  He explained to the assembly that the 28 associations that make up the Colegio attached great importance to the hosting of the WFEO 2016 executive council meetings in Peru. Four of them showed interest in hosting the meetings. The Cuzco asociation seems to be the best placed as it has all the necessary facilities and accommodation and and Cuzco is only less one hour flight from Lima. However, a meeting will be held next week to decide on the city where the meetings will be held which probably will be in Lima to avoid high altitude areas. 
A motion to ratify the executive council recommendation to hold the 2016 executive council meetings in Peru was carried. 

Motion 9

21. Miscellaneous 

Report of FEANI (Federation of European Engineering Associations)
As decided by the executive council the previous day, Rafael FERNANDEZ-ALLER, President of FEANI (Federation of European Engineering Associations) made his report to the general assembly. He outlined the most important recent and future activities of his organization since the beginning of this year.

Under administrative matters, he indicated that due to the premature ending of the mandate of Mr Lars BYTOFT as FEANI-President, he will be co-opted as President at the FEANI General Assembly on 4 October 2013 for the remainder of Mr L.BYTOFT’s mandate, i.e. till October 2014. 

Furthermore, R Aller indicated that the existing Memorandum of Understanding between FEANI and BEST (Board of Engineering Students and Technology) has been widened and reactivated to the extent that BEST has decided to move its headquarters from Grenoble to the FEANI premises in Brussels. Similar negotiations have started with EYE (European Young Engineers).  

FEANI has drawn a new Strategic Plan covering the period 2013-2019. 

The FEANI Newsletter N°11 was circulated last June. All FEANI News issues are accessible on the homepage www.feani.org free of charge.

FEANI’s sister Organization, ENAEE (European Network for the Accreditation of the Engineering Education), is developing well and was able to increase its membership from 17 to 20 members, with now 9 accreditation agencies across Europe.

Under networking matters, R Aller mentioned that FEANI continues to receive applications for affiliate membership from various areas outside of Europe. Most recently this has been the case of  Kazakhstan (Kazakh Society of Engineering Education and Azerbaijan (Caspian Engineering Society or CES). Both applications will be considered by the FEANI General Assembly next October.  Negotiations with Ukraine for full membership are ongoing. 

He added that in the context of a EUROPE-KOREA Free Trade Agreement, a meeting between the FEANI SG and the Korean Professional Engineers Association took place in Brussels on 12 June 2013. 

There is also an initiative launched by the FEANI Italian National Member (CNI) to bring together Mediterranean Engineering Associations. 

To enhance communication at FEANI between Executive Board and FEANI members, a “FEANI National Members Forum” was established in 2013. It is an informal Working Group, consisting of the Secretary Generals of the various FEANI National Members, which will meet twice per year to ensure more cohesion, better communication and easier understanding within the FEANI community. 

FEANI participated in the German Engineering Day – VDI on 14 May 2013, in a meeting with a delegation of the Swedish FEANI Member in Brussels in June 2013 and in a Dinner Debate at the EU Parliament with the Nordic Engineering Association in January).

Under lobbying and public relations matters, R Aller mentioned among other that FEANI participated at the “Atomium Culture” Conference on “The Role of the Media in Responsible Research and Innovation” in Dublin last February; It provided a presentation to the WFEO “Young Engineers – Future Leaders” Conference held in Kuwait in February; it participated and hosted one of the “PROFILE Group” meetings, i.e. lobbyists for the Liberal Professions (10 January and 7 March); it  participated and sponsored the Organization of the “MEP Awards Ceremony” and more in particular for the MEPs of the IMCO Committee (25 June 2013); it participated in the General Assembly of K4I (Knowledge for Innovation) on 29 January and co-operates in the preparation of the “5th European Innovation Summit” and participated through its Portuguese member at the ECCE General Assembly (European Council of Civil Engineers) on 30 May – 1 June 2013 in Lisbon. 
The core of the lobbying efforts, however, has gone in the establishment and further development of continued good relationships between the FEANI Secretary General and the EU Commission, in particular with DG Internal Market and Services, regarding the symbiosis that needs to be prepared between the FEANI “Engineering Card” and the EU’s “European Professional Card” according to the newly revised Directive 2005/36 on Recognition of Professional Qualifications.

Cooperation between the Mediterranean Engineering Organizations

Nicola Monda, Councillor in charge of international affairs at the Italian Council of Engineers (CNI), presented a CNI initiative to enhance cooperation between countries of the Mediterranean basin. He explained that this is an important and needed initiative that will require the collaboration of all WFEO Mediterranean engineering organizations.  

A preliminary meeting for the organization of a conference between these countries was held in Rome last July with the presence of the president elect, executive director and the international relations officer that led to the drafting of a Statement of Intent and draft strategic co-operation lines. 
Past Presidents’ Speeches

Past President Barry Grear (AU) and past president José Medem (ES) shared their views on WFEO with the general assembly participants. 

22. Closing Remarks 

President Al Kharafi thanked all members for making the effort to come all the way to Singapore and for their input during his presidency. She recognized the specific support given to him by the executive board, council, and headquarters.  She directed his special appreciation to the Singaporean organizers of the WFEO meetings and the WES. Finally, he handed over the presidency to Eng. Marwan Abdelhamid.

Marwan Abdelhamid conveyed special gratitude to Adel Kharafi for his great efforts and achievements during his presidency and his thanks to the executive board.  He also mentioned his appreciation of the contribution of the executive director during many years and to Houda Ait Mik.

He also referred to the excellent organization of meetings by the Institution of Engineers, Singapore and thanked in particular IES president Chou Siaw Kiang, Tan Seng Chuan and all volunteers who made things so easy for participants. 

With no other items to discuss, the meeting was closed at 17h30 
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